THE  QASHQAI
round Shiraz and decided to send the report to him by runner
via Tahiri lest I be robbed on the way or knocked on the head/
The report, in the light of what happened later, proved
to be of some importance. It suggested that the Qashqai
were so well armed that they could defy with success not
only the Persian Government troops but the gendarmerie
under Swedish officers, and that they might even oppose
British troops sent to protect British interests in the
interior of Persia, a step already under consideration.
This done I resumed my journey northwards via
Makku, Chah Pahan, and Kurdeh and Garmusht. The
road in places was most difficult. The track ran across a
succession of steep limestone ranges, separated from each
other by narrow, fertile, well-irrigated valleys. We had
to unload the mules again and again and manhandle
them over slippery ledges of sloping rock, one barefoot
man holding the headstall and another the poor brute's
tail to keep them from slipping to destruction.
*I was everywhere received with courtesy and usually
treated as a guest. Each valley was a social unit with its own
leaders and headmen, its own reserves of grain and its own
ancient traditions. Civilization here is of extreme antiquity.
Almost every valley had its mounds, probably older than
Babylon, its own pre-lslamic rock tombs and inscriptions and
its own bit of paved road, inherited probably from Sassanian
times.
*On 9th Sept* at Pidu I was able to connect my traverse
with one made ten years earlier by Khan Bahadur Sher Jang,
an Afghan surveyor of the Survey of India working under
Capt. Crookshank, R.E. The local khans remembered them
and also Butcher of the Indo-European Telegraph Depart-
ment, who had passed up the road from Tahiri to Jahrum
20 years ago.
*The Qashqai enjoy a better reputation here than else-
where, for many of the village lands were owned by Saulat ud
Dauleh, who had just acquired the title of Sardar Ashair,
and he "does not permit his dogs to worry his own sheep".
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